
      SECTION 595 
 
Authority for:  ENVIRONMENTAL INFRASTRUCTURE & 

RESOURCE PROTECTION & DEVELOPMENT 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
WHAT CAN THE CORPS DO?  Section 595 of the Water Resources Development Act 
of 1999, as amended provides authority for the Corps to provide design and 
construction assistance.    This assistance is to non-federal interests in rural Montana, 
Idaho and Nevada for water-related environmental infrastructure and resources 
protection and development projects.  Design and construction assistance may be 
provided only for projects that are owned by public entities.  Projects may include 
wastewater treatment and related facilities, water supply and related facilities, 
environmental restoration, and surface water resource protection and development.    
Project costs are shared 75% federal, 25% non-federal.  Costs of lands, easements, 
and rights-of-way are non-federal and are creditable towards the 25% non-federal cost 
share.  The non-Federal sponsor may receive credit for the reasonable costs of design 
work completed for the project, prior to entering into an agreement with the 
Government.  The non-federal sponsor must assume full responsibility for operation and 
maintenance of the project upon completion.  
 
Projects solely for the purpose of removing or remediating contamination related to any 
hazardous substances regulated under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) are not eligible for Federal assistance under 
Section 595. 
 
WHAT ARE THE LOCAL RESPONSIBILITIES?  Costs for Section 595 projects are 
shared between the federal government (75%) and a non-federal sponsor (25%) in 
accordance with the Water Resources Development Act of 1999.  Sponsors include 
public agencies such as states, cities, and local improvement districts as long they can 
commit to future operation and maintenance.  The sponsor generally must agree to the 
following: 
 

• Provide all lands, easements, rights-of-way, relocations, and dredged material 
disposal areas. 

• Provide any additional cash or in-kind-service contributions needed to make the 
local sponsor's share of the cost 25 percent. 

• Hold and save the United States free from damages due to the construction and 
maintenance of the project, except damages due to fault or negligence of the 
United States or its contractors; 

• Provide all access routes and relocations of utilities necessary for project 
construction and subsequent operation and maintenance; 



• Comply with provisions of pertinent federal acts and laws in carrying out the 
specified nonfederal responsibilities of the project; 

• Contribute in cash the local share of project planning and construction cost; 
• Maintain and operate all the non-federal works after completion in accordance 

with regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the Army; 
 
HOW CAN A STUDY BE REQUESTED?  We may consider a Section 595 program 
after we receive a written request from the prospective sponsor.  A sample letter is 
offered below. 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Walla Walla District 
ATTN: Planning 
201 North Third Avenue 
Walla Walla, WA  99362 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
This letter requests that U.S. Army Corps of Engineers provide design and construction 
assistance under Section 595 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1999, as amended 
at (location). 
 
(Briefly describe the nature of the water-related environmental infrastructure and resource 
protection and development projects that might affect the acceptability of any recommended 
solutions, from the perspective of local government and/or the public.) 
 
It is understood that, if it is found feasible and advisable to provide assistance at (location), the 
(non-federal sponsor) would be required to provide the local cooperation and cost sharing 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Army.  
 
   Sincerely, 
   (Name and title of public official authorized to request study) 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information, contact Mr. David Dankel, Plan Formulation, at  
509-527-7288 or email: dave.a.dankel@usace.army.mil 
 

mailto:dave.a.dankel@usace.army.mil

